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N.J.A.C. 14:1-12.3. Furthermore, the Applicant understands that the list of approved community 
solar projects will be published on the Board of Public Utilities website. 

4. Amendments or supplements to the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program Application Form
will be made available via the New Jersey Clean Energy Program (“NJCEP”) website
at www.njcleanenergy.com. This Application Form may be modified for future Application
Periods at any time without prior notification.

Evaluation of Applications and Approval of Projects 

5. Only Applications that are administratively complete by the close of the Application Period will
be considered for participation in the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program during that
Program Year. An application will be deemed administratively complete if: 1) All questions are
completed, except those explicitly marked as optional, 2) All required attachments are included
(see Appendix B for a checklist of required attachments), and 3) All required signatures are
included. Applicants will be notified if an Application is deemed administratively incomplete. An
incomplete Application may be amended and resubmitted during the following Application
Period without advantage or disadvantage.

6. The Applicant may be required to supplement the information provided in the Application Form
upon request from the Board or Board Staff.

7. Following the close of the Application Period, each Application will be reviewed and evaluated
by a dedicated Evaluation Committee.

8. In reviewing each application, Board Staff may consult with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”), the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, or other state
agencies and consultants as are relevant to the Application. Any information marked and
submitted as confidential will be treated as such by the receiving agency, and used for the sole
purpose of evaluation.

9. The criteria for evaluation of Applications are presented in Appendix C (Evaluation Criteria).
Projects must score a minimum 30 points total in order to be considered for participation in the
Community Solar Energy Pilot Program. Projects that score above 30 points will be presented to
the Board for approval for participation in the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program in order,
starting with the highest-scoring project and proceeding to the lowest-scoring project, and until
the allocated program capacity for that Program Year is filled.
The allocated program capacity for Program Year 1 is 75 MW. At least 40% of program capacity
(i.e. at least 30 MW) will be allocated to LMI projects.

10. Board Staff may reject Applications that are incomplete at the close of the Application Period,
that are not in compliance with the rules and regulations established in N.J.A.C. 14:8-9, or that
do not meet a minimum standard for selection, as set forth in this Application Form.
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Milestones and Follow-Up for Approved Projects 

11. Should the proposed community solar project be approved by the Board for participation in the 
Community Solar Energy Pilot Program, such approval will be contingent on the project being 
constructed and operated as was proposed in its Application. 
Furthermore, pursuant to the rules at N.J.A.C. 14:8-9.3(c), approved projects are expected to 
begin construction within 6 months of their approval by the Board, and are expected to become 
fully operational within 12 months of their approval by the Board. Extensions may be granted by 
Board Staff at its discretion, based on its assessment of the specific circumstances of each 
project approved. 
In order to monitor compliance, approved projects will be required to submit updates to the 
Board: 

a. Prior to the beginning of construction, the Applicant must provide evidence that 
commitments in the following categories have been met: project location, community 
and environmental justice engagement, other benefits. 

b. Prior to applying for permission to operate (“PTO”), the Applicant must provide 
evidence that commitments in the following categories have been met: siting (other 
than location), all permits received. 

c. Prior to applying to the EDC for allocation of bill credits, the Applicant must provide 
evidence that commitments in the following categories have been met: product 
offering, subscriber type, geographic limit within EDC service territory.  

If the approved project fails to be completed as proposed in the Application, and the Applicant 
fails to remediate the failure or provide an equivalent modification within a reasonable 
timeframe, the project may be penalized up to and including a withdrawal of the permission to 
operate in the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program. 

Special Considerations for Project Siting 

12. Unless the proposed community solar facility is located on a rooftop, parking lot, or parking 
structure, the Applicant must meet with the NJDEP’s Office of Permit Coordination and 
Environmental Review (“PCER”) to determine what permits may be required and to identify 
other potential issues. More information is available at: http://www.nj.gov/dep/pcer. The 
Applicant must have completed the NJDEP Permit Readiness Checklist and submitted said 
Checklist to NJDEP PCER prior to submitting the Application to the Board (see section B. VIII. 
Permits). The Permit Readiness Checklist is available at the following 
link: https://www.nj.gov/dep/pcer/introcklist.htm. 

13. Special attention should be paid when siting a project on a landfill, a brownfield, or an area of 
historic fill. For reference, NJDEP’s Guidance for Installation of Solar Renewable Energy Systems 
on Landfills in New Jersey can be found at the following 
link: https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/swp/solarguidance.pdf. 

14. The Applicant should review the environmental compliance history at the proposed site and the 
various operations that were conducted there. Satisfaction of all outstanding NJDEP regulatory 
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compliance obligations, if applicable, will be required prior to applying for permission to 
operate. The Applicant should identify any outstanding compliance and enforcement issues 
associated with the property on which the proposed project is to be sited and resolve them 
accordingly before submitting the Post Construction NJDEP Compliance Form, if applicable. 

15. If the proposed project is sited on Green Acres preserved open space, as defined in N.J.A.C. 
14:8-9.2, or on land owned by NJDEP, the Applicant must receive special approval for the project 
from NJDEP prior to submitting the Application to the Board, and attach proof of approval to 
their application package (see section B. VII. Community Solar Facility Siting). 

Submitting an Application 

Applications must adhere to all of the following instructions for submission. Applications must be 
received no later than 5:00 P.M. on the date of the close of the Application Period in order to be 
considered. 
 
Mail or hand-deliver the original complete Application package plus three copies of the complete 
Application package to: 

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 7th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
Attn: Office of Clean Energy 
Community Solar Energy Pilot Program Application Package 
 

In addition, submit an electronic version of the complete Application package to both of the following 
email addresses: communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com and board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov. 

Questions and Further Information 
 

Please address all questions pertaining to the Application Form to communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com. 

Additional guidance and Frequently Asked Questions will be available on the NJCEP website 
at: http://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/community-solar.   
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conditional certification if the proposed project is approved by the Board for participation in the 
Community Solar Energy Pilot Program.  
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Section D: Appendix 
 
Appendix A: Product Offering Questionnaire 
 
Complete the following Product Offering Questionnaire. If there are multiple different product offerings 
for the proposed community solar project, please complete and attach one Product Offering 
Questionnaire per product offering. 
Applicants are expected to provide a good faith description of the product offerings developed for the 
proposed community solar project, as they are known at the time the Application is filed with the Board. 
If the proposed project is approved by the Board, the Applicant must notify the Board and receive 
approval from the Board for any modification or addition to a Product Offering Questionnaire. 
 
Exception: This “Product Offering Questionnaire” is optional if: 1) the Applicant is a government entity 
(municipal, county, or state), AND 2) the community solar developer will be selected by the Applicant via 
a Request for Proposals (RFP), Request for Quotations (RFQ), or other bidding process.  
 
This Questionnaire is Product Offering number ______ of ______ (total number of product offerings). 

 
1. Community Solar Subscription Type (examples: kilowatt hours per year, kilowatt size, 

percentage of community solar facility’s nameplate capacity, percentage of subscriber’s 
historical usage, percentage of subscriber’s actual usage): 

 
 
 
 

2. Community Solar Subscription Price: (check all that apply) 
☐ Fixed price per month 
☐ Variable price per month, variation based on: ______________________________________ 
☐ The subscription price has an escalator of __________ % every _____________ (interval) 

 
3. Contract term (length): ____________ months, or ____________ years OR ☐ month-to-month 

 
4. Fees 

☐ Sign-up fee: __________ 
☐ Early Termination or Cancellation fees: __________________ 
☐ Other fee(s) and frequency: _____________________________________________ 

 
5. Does the subscription guarantee or offer fixed savings or specific, quantifiable economic 

benefits to the subscriber? ..…….………………………………………………..…………………..….…  Yes  No 
If “Yes,” the savings are guaranteed or fixed: 

1 1

✔ variable produc ion, variable net metering credit, but fixed discount.

✔

$0

$0

$0

✔

The  subscription is calculated by taking the customer's historic usage relative to 
the expected annual production of the array, then determining how much usage 
to offset (we recommend 90%). Once the percent allocation is calculated, we 
then know the kW allocation for the user. We actively monitor the customer's 
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☐ As a percentage of monthly utility bill 
☐ As a fixed guaranteed savings compared to average historic bill 
☐ As a fixed percentage of bill credits 
☐ Other: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Special conditions or considerations:  

✔

We will evaluate the historic usage of each individual customer before assigning 
them a final allocation. This ensures precise allocations that offset as much 
usage as possible while reducing banked credits. To guarantee savings, we do 
not charge customers for any banked credits until they are applied to a 
customer's electric bill.  
 
We evaluate allocations frequently - especially after the final allocation is given - 
allowing us to quickly reduce allocations for customers with decreased usage 
(i.e. installed energy efficiency upgrades) and quickly increase allocations for 
customers with increased usage (i.e. purchasing an electric vehicle).















 












